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PLan fo r the futu re
. , 'decis ions in ktr .hen design

. :-  I  longer the f inish of the units
- :  chorce ofworktop. The ques-

-  . .  * i tchen oesigners now ask are
.. ioncerned with l i festyle. Who

- .  .  -  I .Vhat do you l ike to cook ? How
' .  - r ta inr  And as more aspeos of

'  .  -ompurer ised. i t  is  only natu-

: . .n fo l lows sui t .  Not only a re
. .  .  : .  es for  cooking. refngerat ion

'  a .onr inual ly being updaled.

? iances is exp"nding Wine

. , - , r  machines, steam ovens and
'  : ,otplares.  inspired by chic

and cales.  now offer profes-
-  . r r  your own home. The move

. .  : r  k. tchen-diners and expan-

.  '  : :ens has also broadened the
. ' . .es - muslc systems for enter-

' .  ou don't  miss your favourite

- 
i  r  a computer for helping with

mework ale now becoming

I  t .

oorl ttetworlung
! tiro ways to connect your kitchen

F|riet:

,a *orld standardised cable for data

1nc, part icutarly when combined

'ed 
LocalArea Network (LAN), offers

rc speed. A Cat 5 cable transports

E rrom audio to video, support ing

:rls of up to roo Mbps (millions of bits
ldr, r ising to r,ooo Mbps for Gigabit

,The disadvantage is that you need

Bes of cable beneath your plaster.

ss setup is cable-free, allowing you to
r laptop from one room to the next.

b i.te lowest speed ofdata download

ld consider, but many wireless

are ress stable than cabled versions

rften achieve only z5 Mbps.

1 rrerv kitclrerr i.s the per.'t'r'r't ol)pot'ttutit.)'to rrltrlute)'our /toute s)tt/t
t/te lute.Et "irtlellt'B'enl" applianKls (tn(1 irtlerrtctive rtetl,ork.rl'.r[('nt.s

standard.  The modern ki tchen is desrgned to
provide the whole package along with f lexible
l ighting and extraction and air-condit ioning for
optimum air quai i ty.

GETTING CONNECTED
I f  the thought of al l  this rechnology is a l i t t le
daunting, rest assured that i t  is desrgned to be
user-fr iendly and easy to instal l .  Most compu
ter and audio visual equipment uses plug and
Play technology that you can instal i  yoursel f

although kitchen appliances should always be
fi t ted by a registered professional. The most
lmporlanr aspecr of  p lanning is ensut ing thar
you have sufficient power points and computer
connectrons as addit ional services need to be
catered for without unsightly cables and over-
loaded sockets.  There are two opt ions for
connecting to the internet. cabl ing or wrreless
(see box left).  Cable connections require more
thought as you wi l l  need to plot  where the
wir ing wi l l  run before k i tchen unirs and appl i
ances are instal led a good electr ician wil l  be
able to draw up plans whrch you should keep
for future reference. Iain Brown, co founder of
Kensrngton Home Technology, suggests
doubling up on cable to ensure there is enough
for future products. " l t  takes seconds to instal l
twice the cable before plastering, compared to
the t ime, disrupr ion and expense of  chasing in
cables later on,"  he says. Even i f  you are not

Lr f . l  ry rew oJ tneJulure
Televisions are playing a maior role in the
kitchen these days. A wall-mounted flat
screen is a good choice. Plasma screens,

iust 4 in deep, range from 3z-6o in wide
and beyond. The best sets support
high-definit ion video, and a wealth of digital
and analogue connectivity. But, they are
heavy and large screens need to be fixed to a
strong wall. Expect to pay between fz,ooo to
f3,ooo for a 4z-in set. A cheaper option is an
LCD monitor. Picture quality isn't great on the
larger monitors, but you can get a 2Z-in set
with clear definition for less than fr,ooo.
Rear-proiection screens also offer a slim-tine
design. l f  you want a big screen on a budget,
this offers an unbeatable picture for the
price, at under fe,ooo for a 5o-in screen.

THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME
Audio v isual  and computer technology is
advancing faster than most so when buying
equipment check that i t  can be updated to
keep pace with developments. New TVs should
bear rhe digi ta l - ready ano HD-teadv malques
The Bluetooth wrreless technology is already
avai lable 16 16r !ou eommunicate remotely wi th
your dishwasher or washing machine via vour
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:Hr;;'; l:ffi rrrrrl.firrrrt' ' '  l 'rr.)t 't"\ ' ({.\ ' t\ '(l/ mainstream rhere
wil l  be a greater

f idel i ty)  wi-Fi  uses high frequency radio move toward one central  control  centre in the
signals to transmit and receive data rvithout home. The Home Hub, from Beyond, is a port
the need for cables.  Look to hi- tech companies able,  wrreless "organisat ion centre" wi th a
such as Sonos to instal l  wireless audio systems colour screen which provides a household
that include speakers fed by a remote music planner and can communicate wi th other
system, and Rako which speciahses in' .vireless Beyond appliances; i t  wi l l  even let you know
control systems that let you operate l ighting i 'orr coffee is ready while you're st i l l  in bed >
blinds and a udio rem otel y. : :, t.tore information, see our glossary on page 2a3.
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